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SPEECH 


OF 


MR.  STRONG  OF  NEW  YORK,. 


HE  INDEPENDENT  TREASURY  BILL. 


House  of  Representatives,  June  8th,  1840 — In 
imittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
3D,  on  the  Independent  Treaeurv  bill. 
STRONG  said: 

Chairman:  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  now 
consideration.  I  shall  vote  for  it,  and  should 
t  myself  with  giving  a  silent  vote  in  its  sup 
at  for  certain  resolutions  passed  by  the  Le- 
re  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
'nt,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  presented  to 
use,  and  is  now  lying  upon  its  table.  I  jdso 
copy  of  the  resolutions,  sent  to  me  by  the 
ive  of  my  State.  I  desire,  sir,  that  they 
read. 

resolutions  were  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  are 

WS: 

State  op  New  York, 

h,  ...  _  In  Assembly,  January  30,  1840. 

HSft-  uf  lne  »e»ate  concur,)  that  the  people  of  the  State 
*ork,  through  their  Legislature,  do  solemnly  and  ear- 
fjoteet  against  the  bill  lecently,  and  for  the  fourth  time, 
nthe  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  aSenatoi  from 
1  commonly  known  as  the  Independent  Treasury  bill, 
istany  scheme  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government 
UWrevenues  of  that  Government  shall  be  required  to 
ed  in  specie  alone,  or  in  any  other  medium  than  the 
jcurrency  of  the  country,  at  all  times  convertible  into 
A)y  which  those  revenues  shall  be  placed  in  the  custody 
5  appointed  by,  and  responsible  only  to  the  Executive  of 
arir.iftes’  whieh,  as  the  prominent  leading  measure 
th.e  Genera]  Government,  has  been  thrice 
r  the  pe°Ple  of  estate,  and  by  them  as 

rcted  and  entirely  repudiated,  as  beine  adverse  to  the 
l6?®  °f  °“r  country;  as  establishing'  practically  one 
tor  the  Government,  and  another  and  a  different  cur¬ 
es' th.peope;  13  being  aa  untried  experiment  on  the  fi- 
-  requiring  specie  alone  in  the  payment  of 

li-  nv  iho„ernmentl  and  enabling  it  thereby  to  control 
a  I  &reYCy  cr?ated  tbe  States,  and  by  the  with- 
•-  alt  m.r  of.: tmUxons  of  gold  and  silver,  to  affect  in- 
7  '.e  m  2rr?chf  lndu3try-  and  to  take  from  the 
a  th?nri?TVtr?d,  v®  mechanic.  the  value  of  his  pro¬ 
le  danSS.  IS“15b25  ^augmenting  and  establishing, 
*  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the 

m  if  frp„  m>  and  as  l^mg  hostile  to  the  fundamental 
-  iree  government,  which  withhold  from  the  Execu¬ 


tive  all  control  over  the  public  treasure,  as  pregnant  with  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  business,  the  credit,  the  prosperity  and  liberties  of  ths 

|JcOpjc. 

Resolved,  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  in  the  judment  ofthfa 
Legislature  the  reiterated  recommendation  of  the  aforesaid 
scheme  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  seconded,  as  it  has 
been,  by  the  persevering  efforts  of  a  Senator  of  this  State,  in  dt 
rect  opposition  to  the  expressed  will  of  his  constituents  to  dto- 
cure  us  adoption,  have  deeply  alarmed  the  people  of  this  Suite, 
and  iurmshat  this  time  a  piominent  obstacle  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country;  and  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  conform  their 
acts  and  votes  to  the  expressed  will  and  best  interests  of  their 
constituents,  by  steadily  and  faithfully  opposing  the  measure 
aforesaid;  and  that  any  Senator  or  Representative  who  shall 
persist  m  advocating  the  said  project,  and  in  urging  its  adoption 
will  misrepresent  the  views,  wishes  and  interests  of  his  consti¬ 
tuents,  and  his  conduct  will  merit  and  receive  our  unqualified 
disapprobation.  1 

Resolved ,  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  his  Excellency  the  Go¬ 
vernor  be  requested  to  transmit  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Re¬ 
presentatives  in  Congress,  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
with  a  request  to  present  the  same  to  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

By  order. 

J.  P.  PRINDLE,  Clerk. 


Resolved,  That  the 
their  said  resolutions. 


,  In  Senate,  Febuary  12,  1340, 

senate  do  concur  with  the  Assembly  i» 

By  order: 

SAMUEL  G.  ANDREWS,  Clerk. 

State  of  New  York,  Executive  Dep’t, 

^  .  v  ,  Albany,  February  17,  1840. 

tom,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  certain  resO- 
lutions  oi  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State,  in  relation  to 
the  bill  commonly  known  as  the  Independent  Treasury  bill. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

™  „  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD: 

The  Hon.  TkeronR.  Strong, 

House  of  Representatives. 

I  feel  it  due  to  myself  and  my  constituents,  Mr- 
Chairman,  that  I  should,  before  giving  my  vote  fotr 
this  bill,  state  briefly  the  views  I  entertain  of  these 
resolutions,  and  some  of  the  reasons  which  have 
influenced  me  in  determining  to  act  in  opposition 
to  them.  Perhaps,  also,  it  is  but  respectful  to  wiy 
S.ate,  that  I  should  thus  notice  them,  and  not  go 


2 


.  •  -I,  a  u  for  the  Durpose  j  trine,  and  in  a  situation  to  apply  it  to  others,  ha 

counter  to  them  m  silence.  It  is  for  the P  ’ ^  u  int0  favor  with  them,  and  determine 


counter  to  tnera  in  subuuc.  r  * 

of  presenting  these  views  and  reasons,  that  1  have 
risen— not  to  reply  to  any  remarks  of  gentlemen 
who  have  preceded  me  in  the  debate. 

I  will  slate,  in  the  ou’set,  that  I  do  not  question 
the  right  of  a  State  Legislature  to  pass  resolutions 
instructing  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the  Repre¬ 
sentatives:  of  the  State  in  Congress,  to  pursue  «y 
particular  course  in  relation  to  their  official  duties. 

On  the  contrary,  I  concede  it  in  its  fullest  ex  ent 
It  is  a  right  which  has  often  been  exerci  ea  >  _ 

party  of  which  I  am  proud  to  be  a  member,  and  I 
believe  it  tc  be  an  important  and  valuab.e  one. 

I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Senators,  receiving  soci 
instructions,  to  obey  or  resign,  and  of 
lives  to  give  to  such  requests  a  respectful  ana  car 
ful  consideration.  To  create  such  an  obligation  on 
the  part  of  Senators,  however,  it  is  requisite  tna 
the  instructions  should  be  plain  and  definite— tha 
they  should  direct  the  course  to  be  pursued,  and 
exclude  all  discretion  in  regard  to  it— that  they 
should  be  expressed,  and  not  left  to  be  implied  from 
the  expression  of  an  opinion. 

It  requires,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  a  cursory  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  resolutions  in  question,  to  satisfy 
any  one  that  they  are  of  an  anomalous  enmacter. 
-They  are  not  in  the  form  of  instructions,  advice, 
request,  aDd  yet  ’hey  possess  some  of  the  ingredi¬ 
ents  of  each.  Tney  do  not  profess  to  instruct  or 
direct  any  one— they  do  not  directly,  and  in  terms, 
offer  advice— they  make  no  express  request— ana 
wet  classing  Senators  and  Representatives  togeiher, 
they  declare  that  those  Senators  and  Representa¬ 
tives  will  “conform  their  acts  and  votes  ,  to  the  ex¬ 
pressed  will  and  best  interests  of  their  constitu¬ 
ents, ”  by  opposing  the  Independent  treasury  bill, 
and’ hat  any  one  of  them  who  shall  support  it,  will 
“misrepresent  the  views,  wishes,  and  interests,  o. 
his  constituents,  and  his  conduct  will  merit  and  re¬ 
vive  the  unqualified  disapprobation  of  the  L.egi*- 

H h til ^ 

That  they  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  instructions, 

5s  quite  evident.  It  appears  from  the  fact,  that  the 
language  employed  is  applied  equally  to  Senators 
and  Representatives-,  that  Representatives  are 
coupled  with  Senators  throughout;  and  that -if 
are  to  be  considered  as  instructions  at  all,  they  are 
as  much  so  to  one  as  the  other.  Now  I  beneve 
that  no  political  party  has  ever  claimed  for  a  State 
legislature  the  right  to  instruct  Representative. .  N 
individual  of  any  party,  however  ultra,  has ,  .c  far 
as  I  have  any  knowledge,  ever  made  any  sue 
claim.  I  am  prepared  to  believe  that  a  majon  y 
tof  the  Legislature  which  passed  these  resolution., 
■would  go  as  far  as  any  man  or  body  of  men  in 
setting  up  new  and  extraordinary  pretensions,  but 
such  a  claim  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  too  n  i- 

culous  even  for  them  to  assert.  . 

There  is  another  prominent  reason,  sir,  wn> 
they  should  not  be  allowed  such  a  character.  - 
is  well  known  that  the  political  party  in  New  Yoik 

now  in  power  in  that  State  had  repudiated  the  doc- 
.  s.  _ _ a  o  tnna  npriod  warrer 


trine,  auu  iu  a  - - rrv  ,  . 

brought  it  into  favor  with  them,  and  determine 
them  to  exercise  it,  it  was  their  duty  to  come  ou 
boldly,  and  use  the  language  usually  employed 
•  •  • _ lnnAiitwrP  nrhip.h  CO  11  id  le&V6 


giving  instructions;  language  which  could  leave  n 
doubt  as  to  their  intentions.  They  should'  not  b 
permitted  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  doctrine  will 
out  taking  a  position  which  would  compel  them  1 
submit  to  it  when  it  would  cut  the  other  way 
partake  of  the  draught  when  returned  to  their  ou 

It  seems  equally  manifest  that  the-e  resol 
tions  cannot  be  considered  as  the  simple  advi 
or  request  of  the  Legislature.  The  threat  whi 
they  embrace  of  the  ‘  unqualified  disapprobatio 
of  that  body  upon  the  conduct  of  any  benator 
Representative,  who  shall  act  in  opposition  to  the 
is  entirely  inconsistent  with  such  an  id- a.  It  is  I 
interference  with  that  freedom  of  thought  f 
Judgment  and  action  which  belongs  to  a  persor 
whom  mere  advice  is  given,  or  of  whom  a  sun 
request  is  made.  It  appears  to  imply  an  assail 
tion  of  righi  to  control  the  conduct  of  bodi  toe, 
tors  and  Representatives.  It  would  sf  em  to  ci 
the  entire  surrender  of  their  discretion.  Nod, 
short  of  conforming  their  pets  and  vo'es  to 
views  expressed  in  the  reso  utions,  can  ^ave  t 
conduct  from  the  penalty  denounced. 

Further  search,  then,  mast  be  maue  to  ascer 
their  true  character.  But  l  shall  not  pursui 
examination.  I  shall  leave  it  to  those 
may  be  more  curious  on  the  subject  than 
self.  The  remarks  I  have  made  are  sufficiei 
show  that  the  resolutions  are  as  I  have  ch 
terized  them— anomalous;  that  they  are  en 
novel  in  their  form,  and  combination.  I  ea 
count  for  it  only  from  the  fact  that  a  ma 
of  the  Legislature  is  composed  politically  c 
most  opposite,  discordant,  and  heterogeneous 
te  rials — 

“Black  spirits  and  white 
Blue  spirits  and  grey;” 

or  from  a  desire  on  their  part  to  have  them  . 
faced— susceptible  of  two  constructions 
which  might  drive  from  the  Senate  a 
guished  Senator;  another  which  might 


prevent  the  reso 


now  in  uuwei  m  umi  kjio.iv>  -~r -  ,  , 

nine  cf  instructions,  and  for  a  long  period  warred 
against  it.  Now,  if  the  majority  of  the  Legislature 
-who  belong  to  that  political  party,  intended  to 
change  their  ground  on  this  subject;  if  the  circum¬ 
stance  of  their  party  being  in  the  ascendancy  out 
the  way  at  present  of  being  affected  by  the  doc- 


plied  in  future  time  to 

operating  against  them.  . 

A  few  words  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  re 
to  the  threat  contained  in  the  resolutions- 
one  of  those  for  whom  it  was  intended,  1 1 
say,  that,  for  me,  it  has  no  terrors.  Deny 
thority  in  the  Legislature  to  direct  my  ofcci 
duct,  admitting  no  accountability  to  that  c 
the  manner  in  which  I  di  charge  my  dull  " 
I  do  not  regard  it.  It  can  exert  no  mfluen  J 
my  representative  course.  1  trust  I  am,  an  ■ 
at  all  times  be,  actuated  in  that  c°urs®  . 
rent  and  higher  motives  than  a  regard  to  ft*  J 
bation  or  disapprobation  of  a  body  to  whoJ 
diction  I  am  not  subject.  I  shall  consul  h  ‘ 
of  the  electors  of  my  district— my  consh 

those  who  have  a  right  te  instruct .  me, 
governed  by  them  so  far  as  I  understan  ^ 
Their  wishes  in  regard  to  the  measure  ? 
which  these  resolutions  are  Erected, ,  are 
to  me.  They  were  declared  m  my  elec 

they  remain  unchanged.  They  are  dir 


reverse  of  what  is  asserted  in  the  resolutions. 
In  the  very  act  of  my  election,  I  was  instructed 
to  support  the  Independent  Treasury  bill,  and  those 
instructions  have  not  beefl  modified  or  recalled.  I 
happy  that  my  own  feelings  and  opinions  ac¬ 
cord  with  those  instructions.  I  shall  take  pride  in 
j  voting  for  that  bill.  I  shall  regard  it  as  a  proud 
.  aonor  to  give  my  vote  as  a  member  of  this 
body  in  favor  of  that  great  measure  of  reform. 
Let  the  threat  be  executed.  Let  legislative  cen¬ 
sure  be  bestowed  upon  me  in  the  most  formal  and 
imposing  manner,  I  shall  have  the  consciousness 
if  having  done  what  I  believed  to  be  ray  duiv — of 
.  laving  obeyed  the  will  of  my  constituents.  They, 

,  >ir,  will  do  me  justice. 

|  There  is  another  consideration,  Mr.  Chair- 
.Inoan,  calculated  to  prevent  that  threat  from 
inspiring  any  particular  alarm.  Unless  I  mis- 
.Lake  the  signs  of  the  times,  tb  .se  from  whom 
’.  t  emanated — I  refer  to  the  Federal  majority  in  the 
Legislature — are  distined  soon  to  find  themselves 
/isiied  with  a  “difapprobation”  altogether  more 
)otent  and  fearful  than  that  which  they  hold  up  in 
here  resolutions.  Their  conduct  the  past  winter, 
he  “fantastic  tricks”  which  they,  giddy  and  intoxi- 
:ated  wi  h  power,  have  played  off,  are  uow  under 
eview  by  their  masters,  the  people  of  the  Empire 
Jtate,  and  undergoing  a  severe  ar.d  carefui  sera- 
iny.  Already  murmurs  of  dissatisfaction  are  heard 
;iving  warning  as  to  the  sentence.  “Thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting,”  I 
'enture  to  predict,  will,  in  November  next,  fal1 
ipon  their  astonished  ears — their  “little  brief  au- 
'hority”  will  then  be  taken  from  them,  and  their 
jsapprobalion  reirdered  impotent  to  harm. 

Soli  another  reason  exists,  sir,  why  I  can  look 
ipon  this  threat  without  apptehension.  Since  the 
'  ommencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 

,  ,and  several  of  my  colleagues,  have,  in  our  re- 
iresentative  capacity,  already  been  formally  cen- 
ured  by  those  from  whom  it  proceeded.  And, 
ir,  for  what"?  For  haviug  given  our  votes  for  a 

Ineasure  adopted  by  this  House  upon  the  motion 
>f  one  of  their  political  friends,  2nd  by  the  aid  of 
he  votes  of  a  large  proportion  of  iheir  political 
riends  in  this  body.  Now,  sir,  if  our  support  of 
hat  measure  was  wrong,  the  support  of  it  by  their 
>olitical  friends  was  equally  wrong.  If  we  were 
leserving  of  censure,  their  political  friends  were 
quaily  deserving  of  censure — both  were  governed 
>y  the  same  principle,  and  by  principle  the  course 
>f  both  must  be  judged.  And  vet  we  see  no  cold- 
teS'",  no  estrangement  between  them  and  those 
|  riends — the  most  kind  and  friendly  feelings  in 
elation  to  each  other  ex:st  on  both  s  des,  and  all 
re  now  intimately  and  harmoniously  associated 
a  a  desperate  and  death  like  struggle  for  power, 
nd  in  support  of  one  and  the  same  candidate  for 
he  highest  office  in  the  nation.  What  other  con¬ 
tusion  can  be  drawn,  than  that  their  censure  was 
asincere  and  hypocritical,  and  fulminated  for 
’olitical  purposes?  And  what  was  the  obnoxious 
neasu  t?  It  was  the  incorporating  into  the 
nles  of  the  House  of  a  provision  that  Abo- 
hon  petitions  shall  not  be  entertained — a  provi- 
ton  in  no  respect  conflicting  with  any  part  of  the 
Constitution — perfectly  just  in  itself — and  irnperi- 
usJy  demanded  by  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  a  large 


portion  of  the  people — the  peace  of  the  country 
and  the  safety  and  integrity  of  the  Union. 

[Here  the  Chairman  remarked  that  it  was-  not 
in  order  to  discuss  that  subject.] 

Mr.  S.  said,  I  do  not  propose,  sir,  at  this  time, 
to  go  into  a  defence  of  my  vote  for  that  measure, 
but  I  will,  with  the  permission  of  the  Huu?e,  read 
an  extract  from  an  Opposition  print  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  pertinent  to  the  subject,  and  presenting 
some  interesting  viesvs  ot  the  polit  cal  a<sociates  of 
that  print,  in  relation  to  it.  It  is  a  mirror  in  which 
many  gentlemen  may  “see  themselves  as  others 
see  them.” 

[Objection  being  made,  Mr.  S.  said  he  would 

not  press  the  request. 

The  extract  proposed  to  be  read  is  from  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  New  York  Evening  Star,  of  February 
12,  1840,  in  relation  to  the  resolutions  of  censure 
introduced  into  the  New  York  Legislature  by  Mr. 
John  A.  King,  and  is  as  follows: 

Madame  Roland,  when  about  to  be  guillotined  by  the 
Jacobites  in  Paris,  exclaimed,  “Oil,  Liberty,  how  many 
crimes  are  committed  in  thy  name.”  Precisely  is  this 
the  case  with  political  Abolitionists.  Men  who,  during 
the  late  war  wi;h  England,  refused  to  raise  a  finger  in 
defence  of  their  native  land,  or  drive  the  invader  from  the  soil 
— who  gloried  in  our  defeats,  and  had  conscientious  scruples 
about  rejoicing  for  our  victories,  are  suddenly  converted  into 
warm  friends  of  liberty,  and  pour  out  lamentations  for  the 
slavery  of  the  colored  laee,  are  ready  to  trample  on  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  their  country  in  their  fierce  and  new  bom  zeal  for  li¬ 
berty.  How  sincere  they  are,  we  will  not  waste  a  moment  to 
examine,  knowing  full  well  that  the  enemies  of  the  South  in 
1793  and  in  1812,  are  about  the  same  persons  who  are  now  cry¬ 
ing  out  for  immediate  emancipation. 

They  have  got,  however,  a  new  hobby  to  ride;  a  new  clap-trap 
to  gull  the  ignorant  and  keep  up  the  excitement.  The  sacred 
right  of  petition  has  been  violated;  and  knowing  full  well  that 
the  right  of  petition  is  one  of  that  men  of  all  parties  will  forever 
maintain,  they  will  pull  the  various  cords,  and  run  over  the 
strings  to  make  it  harmonize  with  their  ultimate  object.  They 
will  offer  resolutions  ofcensure — they  will  shout  the  “North be¬ 
trayed” — they  will  leave  the  blacks  to  their  fate  for  a  while  to 
harp  upon  the  newly  discovered  note,  “the  sacred  right  of  peti¬ 
tion.”  What  is  a  petition?  A  legal  and  proper  request  couched 
in  respectful  language, and  made  bv  the  people  to  their  Represen¬ 
tatives  for  the  passage  ofspecial  or  general  laws.  These  embrace 
every  subject  connected  with  the  rights  of  the  citizen  and  the  inte¬ 
rest  ofthe  country,  and  the  reception  of  such  petions  by  Congress, 
have  never  been,  nor  ever  will  be,  refused  or  rejected.  But  we 
ask,  issthere  not  a  class,  or  character  of  petitions,  which  should 
not  be  presented  or  received  by  Congress?  Assuredly  Ithere  are 
many  such  of  an  offensive  character — a  hundred  subjects  may 
be  named  on  which  Congress  might  be  memorialized,  which 
memorials  could  not  either  received,  read,  or  referred  to  any 
committee  The  Abolition  petitions,  concerning  which  this 
new  movement  is  made,  are  not  petitions  at  all;  they  do  not  par¬ 
take  ofthe  egal  character,  or  personal  claims,  or  general  inte¬ 
rest,  belonging  to  a  legit i  ^ate  class  of  petitions.  They  are  pa¬ 
pers  signed  by  individuals  asking  Congress  in  express  terms 
to  violate  the  Constitution  which  they  have  sworn  to  support. 
They  are  papers  which  insult  the  loyalty  of  the  members  to 
whom  they  are  addressed;  they  ask  Congress  in  effect  to  invade 
the  rights  of  the  South  as  guarantied  by  the  Constitution;  they 
ask  Congress  to  sow  the  seeds  of  a  servile  vfrar  in  the  South;  in 
short,  they,  in  effect,  ask  of  Congress  to  dissolve  the  Union  at 
once.  These  are  incendiaiy,  revolutionary  documents,  thrown 
into  Congress  to  effect  an  illegal  purpose,  and  not  petitions  of  a 
just,  legal  or  national  character;  therefore,  Congress,  in  re¬ 
fusing  to  receive  them,  do  not  even  remotely  invade  the  sacred 
right  of  petition. 

Political  Abolition  and  political  Antimasonry  will  consolidate 
to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  party  to  govern  the  country.  Piety 
and  fanaticism  may  preach  up  Abolition — Peter  the  Hermit 
may  spring  up  on  all  sides  for  crusaders  in  favor  of  the  South¬ 
ern  slaves,  who  are  more  happy  and  comfortable  than  thou¬ 
sands  of  free  Africans  in  the  North — but  political  power  will  be 
the  end  of  all  their  actions. 

Ex  President  Adams,  who  is  dead  in  favor  of  receiving  Aboli¬ 
tion  petitions,. and  dead  against  Abolition  itself— who  ducks  with 
one  hand,  and  rubs  dry  with  the  other,  in  a  recent  letter  makes 
the  following  remarks: 

“My  involuntary  anticipations  of  the  future  have  been,  that 
slavery  will  first  effect  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  that,  as  a 
natural  consequence  of  that  event,  war  will  abolish  slavery,  and 
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terminate  in  a  mongrel  breed  of  half  blood  European  and  Afri¬ 
can  race— a  mulatto  nation,  which  will  cover  the  Southern  half 
of  this  country  from  North  Caiolina  to  Mexico.” 

A  beautiful  picture  of  the  future  for  Abolitionists  to  contem¬ 
plate—  division  of  the  Union  to  begin  with,  an  event  deplora¬ 
ble  to  every  friend  of  Liberty  throughout  the  world— the  annihi¬ 
lation  of  free  government,  and  the  downfall  of  the  last  of  the  Re¬ 
publics,  and  yet  as  certain  to  happen  as  the  sun  rises,  unless 
Abolition  is  put  down,  and  put  down  by  the  strong  hand  of  the 
jStorth  itself.  Then  war— the  North  against  the  South— then  a 
eervile  war,  in  which  the  North  arms  the  Southern  slaves  to 
destroy  their  masters,  and  finally  the  triumph  of  a  black  or  mu¬ 
latto  Government,  like  the  despotism  of  Hayti. 

'  These  ate  the  forebodings  of  Mr.  Adams,  a  thinking  man,  too, 
which  he  shadows  out  for  the  future  as  the  fruits  of  Abolition. 
Let  the  North  ponder  on  it  seriously,  deeply,  like  men,  honest 
men,  not  fanatics,  and  they  will  soon  dispose  of  the  incendiary 
resolutions  offered  in  the  Assembl^by  John  A.  King. 

Mr.  S.  would  add:  The  “Incendiary  resolutions” 
were  soon  disposed  of,  but  in  a  manner  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  indicated  in  this  extract.  “ Politi¬ 
cal  Abolition  and  political  Anlimasonry ,”  it  seems, 
did  “ consolidate ,”  and  having;  framed  the  resolutions 
to  suit  their  purpose,  forced  them  through  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  The  censure  design¬ 
ed  to  be  conveyed,  however,  has  fallen  pointless 
and  harmless  at  our  feet,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
apprehend  any  thing  more  serious  from  any  “disap¬ 
probation”  which  they  may  bestow  upon  us  here¬ 
after  for  any  act  in  the  honest  discharge  of  our  offi¬ 
cial  trusts. 

If  it  shall  be  said  that  some  of  the  Democrats  of 
the  New  York  Legislature  voted  for  the  “incendi¬ 
ary  resolutions,”  the  following  confession  of  a 
ctWhig”  member  of  the  Legislature,  a  correspon¬ 
dent  of  the  New  York  Evening  Star,  will  explain 
the  reason: 

“Albany,  Feb.  7, 1840. 

“I  voted  for  the  Abolition  resolutions,  as  you  cal!  them;  and 
the  fact  as,  our  Whig  leader  in  the  Assembly,  Mr.  .John  A. 
King!  left  me  no  alternative.  His  resolutions,  concoeud  by 
the  worthy  trio  here,  were  the  essence  of  cunning  and  trick¬ 
ery:  one  part  was  in  favor  ot  the  right  of  petition,  and  the 
other  in  favor  of  receiving  Abolition  petitions;  they  would  al 
low  of  no  division ,  and  we  had  to  swallow  the  whole.  An 
honest,  patriotic,  and  straightforward  politician,  who  felt  that 
the  right  of  petition,  and  a  most  sacred  right  it  is,  was  vio¬ 
lated,  would  have  offered  a  resolution  defending  that  risrbt 
alone,  without  mixing  it  with  any  other  matter,  and  it  would 
have-  passed  unanimously ,  but,  in  an  unfair  and  unmanly 
manner ,  they  endorsed  the  Abolitionists  in  the  same  resolu¬ 
tion  that  they  sustained  the  right  of  petition,  and  then  presented 
the  dose,  all  or  nothing ;  and  those  few  who  resisted  were  ga 
zettedas  traitors  in  the  State  paper.  We  cannot  get  on  with 
this  kind  of  legislator!,  and  there  will  be  a  flare-up  shortly,  or 
other  men  must  take  the  lead.”] 

Mr.  S.  resumed.  In  regard  to  the  objections  to 
the  Independent  Treasury  bill,  specified  in  the  re¬ 
solutions  in  question,  I  have  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  they  are  not  new — that  they  are  the  common 
objections  made  to  the  measure  by  Federal  prints 
and  Federal  electioneerers  throughout  the  country. 
I  do  nqt  propose  to  go  into  a  minute  and  extended 
examination  of  them,  but  will  content  myself  with 
submitting  a  few  general  remarks  in  relation  to 
each.  Some  of  them  I  regret  to  see  treated  with 
the  respect  they  are,  by  allowing  them  a  place  in 
the  resolutions.  “One  currency  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  another  and  a  different  currency  for  the 
people,”  which  it  is  alleged  thi*  bill  would  establish 
practically,  is  in  the  nature  of  things  impossible. 
The  people  in  this  country  are  their  own  gover¬ 
nors — they  govern  themselves;  all  the  institutions 
and  laws  of  the  country  are  founded  on  their  will, 
and  are  under  their  control.  They  carry  on  the 
operations  of  Government  through  their  agents  or 
servants,  who  are  themselves  part  of  the  people,  and 


accountable  to  the  people  for  their  condt 
The  selection  of  an  individual  as  a  s 
vant  or  agent  does  not  separate  him  fr 
the  people,  but  he  remains  one  of  tb 
as  before.  Whatever  provision  is  made 
measure  adopted  in  respect  to  the  Govf 
ment,  is  made  or  adopted  for  the  people.  It  is 
possible,  therefore,  to  make  such  a  distinction  as 
objection  implies,  while  the  people  continue  f 
The  idea  of  such  a  distinction  can  only  exist  in 
minds  of  those  deeply  imbued  with  the  sentiment 
Hamilton  and  the  old  Federal  party — who  belie 
that  the  British  Government  formed  the  best  uv 
the  world  ever  produced — that  all  communitiet 
vide  themselves  into  the  few  and  the  many — the 
are  the  rich  and  the  well-born,  the  ethers  the  r 
of  the  people — that  there  should  be  an  aristoc 
to  control  the  democracy;  and  that  a  National  E 
was  desirable  as  a  “political  machine.”  It  wa 
the  prevalence  of  such  sentiments  among  the 
jority  of  the  Legislature,  I  fear,  that  the  intro  | 
tion  of  the  objection  I  am  now  noticing  is  to  b<p 
t.ributed.  Again,  sir:  the  currency  to  which  thif 
looks,  is  the  currency  of  the  Constitution.  OfJ 
not  that  not  to  be  the  currency  in  the  moneyed  tip 
actions  of  the  Government  Is  it  wise  and  patr  ft 
in  the  opponents  of  this  biil  to  object  that  it  req’^ 
the  use  of  the  constitutional  currency  in  such  tip 
actions'?  Are  they  in  favor  of  the  collection  jb 
disbursement  of  the  revenue  in  an  inferior,  cur  re  * 
Do  they  not,  by  making  the  objection,  admit  « 
the  paper  currency  which  prevails  among  the 
pie  in  their  ordinary  business  operations,  is  inf<  '<] 
And  would  they  not  evince  a  more  enlighten.ee  1 
lofty  patriotism  by  coming  forward  and  aidi  h 
here  and  in  the  States  to  improve  this  inferior  fc 
rency-— to  bring  it  up  as  nearly  as  may  bet  e 
constitutional  standard?  Another  sufficient  at  ts 
to  the  objection  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  tbs  t 
revenues  of  the  Government  must,  under  the 
ration  of  the  bill,  be  paid  out  among  the  peop 
the  same  currency  in  which  they  are  received 
that  so  far  as  the  bill  interferes  with- the  curre: 
establishes  the  same  for  all. 

But  the  measure  is  alarming,  as  being  an  “« 
experiment  on  the  finances  of  rhe  country.'’  j 
out  stopping  to  comment  on  the  singular  facl 
this  objection  is  made  by  the  friends  of  an  Adi 
tration  lhat  but  a  short  time  since  recommenc 
“untried”  experiment  on  the  finances  of  the 
of  Ne  w  York,  by  the  creation  of  a  debt  of  $40 
000  for  internal  improvements,  I  would  ask,f 
are  opposed  to  an  “untried”  experiment  forth 
lection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and  disbursem 
the  public  revenue,  what  measure  are  they  in 
of  for  that  purpose  ?  Are  ihey  in  favor  of  th1 
experiment  of  making  use  of  the  State  bank 
the  introduction  of  an  irredeemable  shinplaste 
rency  into  the  moneyed  operations  of  tb< 
vernment?  Woud  they  make  use  of  * 
State  banks  in  their  present  sickly 
distressed  condiiion,  even  as  a  “  ha.! 
house,”  to  another  measure?  Are  they  in 
of  the  tried  experiment  of  a  National  Ban’* 
institution  which  Mr.  Jefferson,  characieiized 
experience  has  proved  very  justly.)  as  of  th;* 
deadly  hostility  to  the  Constitution  and  M 
Ay,  that  is  the  Federal  panacea  for  the  fin  c 
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iisorders  of  the  country-  To  such  an  institution 
s  their  attention  directed.  It  is  one  great  end  ant 
mb  of  their  exertions.  Indications  to  this  effec 
.re  often  furnished  by  their  public  prints.  They 
;re  also  frequently  discovered  in  this  Hall.  In 
darch  last,  resolutions  were  presented  to  the 
louse  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  the  State 
f  Kentucky,  standing  high  in  the  Opposition 
mks,  [Mr.  Pope,]  declaring  “that  it  is  necessary 
ad  proper  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  with  a 
ipital  of  seventy  millions  of  dollars,”  &c.  One 
the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut,  who  addressed 
e  House  a  few  days  since,  [Mr.  Brockway,]  un 
;rtook  to  show  that  a  National  Bank  might  be 
eated  under  the  Constitution.  The  gentleman 
om  Kentucky,  [Mr.  White,]  in  his  speech  on 
nday  last,  if  I  understood  him  correctly,  ex¬ 
es8^  the  opinion  that  the  people  would  soon  call 
r  such  an  institution.  These  and  other  similar 
iications,  plainly  show  that  a  National  Bank  is 
e  grand  object  of  the  efforts  of  the'  Opposition, 
ve  that  party  the  ascendancy  in  the  nation, 
d  depend  upon  it  a  fifty  million  or  seventy 
Ikon  monster  would  immediately  be  saddled 
on  the  people.  Once  established,  and  it  would 
found  useful,  and  be  used  as  a  “political  ma- 
nej  r  and  then,  without  the  miraculous  interpo- 
on  of  Providence,  we  might  bid  farewell  to 
lerican  liberty.  A  gigantic  moneyed  power 
uld  be  “lord  of  the  ascendant.” 

?Jot  lesi  unsound  and  unfounded,  so  far  as  any 
irious  effect  is  concerned,  is  the  objection,  that 
quiring  specie  alone  in  the  payment  of  all  debts 
the  Government,”  will  enable  it  “thereby  to 
trol  and  destroy  the  currency  created  by  the 
te.s.  ’  The  utmost  influence  such  a  requisition 
exert  upon  the  currency  of  the  States,  will  be 
heck,  to  some  extent,  overaction;  it  cannot  be 
ie  to  destroy  that  currency,  nor  any  farther  to 
rol  it.  So  far  as  it  will  exert  such  an  influence 
)  tar  as  it  will  restrain  extravagant  expansions, 
ch,  by  ministering  to  a  spirit  of  speculation  and 

.  extravagance,  are  full  of  evil  to  the  country _ 

ill  be  beneficial.  I  wish  that  a  greater  effect 

.  be  expected  from  it  in  this  particular _ that 

ignt  be  looked  to  as  an  effectual  preventive  of 
sssive  paper  issues— I  should,  if  possible,  be 
more  strongly  in  favor  of  it. 
ihe  objection  that  the  specie  clause  will  enable 
government,  “  by  the  withdrawal  and  hoarding 
aiihons  of  gold  and  silver  to  affect  injuriously 
ur  branches  of  industry,  and  to  take  from  the 
er,  the  merchant,  and  the  mechanic,  the  value 
a  products,  and  the  price  of  his  labor,”  is  very 
ily  answered.  In  the  first  place,  the  measure, 
aich  this  clause  forms  a  part,  contemplates 
the  revenues  of  the  Government  shall  be  ar¬ 
ea.  on  a  scale  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  wants 
16  Government  economically  administered 
Qg  surplus  to  “withdraw”  or  “hoard.”  In 
ext  place,  the  amount  of  revenue  will  at  all 
'  be  under  the  control  of  the  people,  through 
Representatives  in  Congress.  Again:  “  all 
tranches  of  industry  ”  will  be  more  benefited, 
he  interest  of  “  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  and 
aechamc  ”  better  promoted  by  this  measure 
under  any  “  tried  ”  system  of  finance.  It  is 
'*%  particularly  calculated  to  benefit  the  Indus- 1 


try  of  the  country,  and  the  laboring  classes,  and  in 
that  respect  differs  widely  from  the  “  tried  ”  bank 
systems,  which  were  particularly  calculated  to  be¬ 
nefit  speculators  and  all  who,  too  indolent  or  too 
proud  to  labor,  sought  “  to  get  a  living  by  their 
wits,”  to  the  injury  of  the  working  portion  of  socie¬ 
ty.  Stability  and  uniformity  are  essential  to  the 
interests  of  the  laboring  man,  and  to  the  prosperity 
of  regular  business,  and  upon  these  the  Independent 
Treasury  system  will  exert  a  favorable  influence. 
The  influence  of  the  bank  systems  was  directly  the 
reverse.  Fluctuation  and  change  in  the  business 
operations  of  the  country,  and  a  host  of  consequent 
evils,  were  their  legitimate  fruits. 

There  is  no  ground  for  the  opinion  that  this  mea¬ 
sure  will  “  augment  and  establish,  to  a  most  dan¬ 
gerous  extent,  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the 
General  Government.”  The  only  increase  of  pa¬ 
tronage  it  will  produce,  wiil  be  the  power  of  the 
President  to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint,  four  officers, 
to  be  denominated  receivers  general  of  public  mo¬ 
ney,  to  be  located,  one  at  New  York,  one  at  Bos¬ 
ton.  one  at  Charleston,  and  the  other  at  St.  Louis, 
and  the  only  influence  of  any  moment  it  will  con¬ 
fer,  will  be  that  arising  from  this  patronage.  These, 
officers  are  to  give  adequate  security  for  the  per¬ 
formance  ©f  their  duties  in  regard  to  the  public 
moneys,  and  to  have  no  power  to  loan  or  use  a 
dollar  of  them.  Who  can  discover  any  danger  in 
this  patronage  and  influence?  What  comparison 
will  the  system  bear  in  this<respect  to  the  '“  tried  ” 
bank  systems,  which  allowed  of  the  use  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  funds,  and  under  which  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment  possessed  as  great  control  over  those  funds 
as  this  proposes  to  confer  upon  it.  Sir,  it  is  cal¬ 
culated  to  diminish  the  patronage  and  influence  of 
the  Government  and  this  is  one  of  its  leading  re¬ 
commendations.  The  pretence  that  the  reverse 
would  be  the  case,  is  sheer  humbug. 

Equally  groundless  is  all  alarm  at  the  “control 
over  the  public  treasure,”  which,  it  is  said,  this 
measure  will  allow  the  Executive.  In  this  respect 
it  will  introduce  no  change.  This  treasure  will  be, 
as  it  now  is,  under  the  entire  control  of  Congress. 
No  portion  of  it  can  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
without  an  appropriation  by  law.  Congress  must 
give  the  authority  before  a  dollar  can  be  paid  out, 
either  to  the  President  or  any  other  officer  or  indi¬ 
vidual,  for  any  purpose  whatever.  The  idea  that 
the  whole  revenue  of  the  country  will,  by  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  bill,  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
Executive,  which  it  has  been  attempted  by  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  measure  to  produce,  is  a  mere  bug¬ 
bear;  and  I  regret  that  it  should  have  frightened  the 
dominant  party  in  the  Legislature  of  my  State. 

The  assertion  in  the  resolutions  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  Independent  Treasury  system  has  been 
“thrice  directly  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  by  them  as  often  rejected,  and 
entirely  repudiated,”  is,  in  my  judgment,  clearly 
erroneous.  The  Federal  party  there  has  not  dared, 
at  any  election  since  the  measure  was  brought  for¬ 
ward,  to  rest  itself  mainly  upon  the  ground  of  hos¬ 
tility  to  it,  but  has  each  time  mingled  with  it  other 
matters,  by  which  means  a  full  and  fair  expression 
in  relation  to  it  has  been  prevented.  While  those 
who  supported  the  Administration  might  fairly  be 
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regarded  as  in  favor  of  it-it  being  the  great  and 

leading  measure  of  the  Administration-numbers 
doubtless  voted  with  the  Opposition  upon  other 
grounds  than  hostility  to  it.  I  do  not  doubt  that  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  Empire  Slate  are  in 
favor  of  the  project.  There,  as  elsewhere,  it  has 
been  steadily  gaining  ground  ever  since  it  was  pre¬ 
sented  lor  consideration.  But  if  it  were  tru-  that 
the  people  of  that  Slate  have  thrice  rejected  and  en- 
toly Repudiated  the  measure,  with  what  propriety 
could  the  Federal  parly  object  on  that  account  to  a 
continued  recommendation  and  support  of  i.,  while 

they  are  seeking,  in  opposition  to  the  oft  rejeatel 

expression  of  the  will  of  the  people,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  National  Bank,  and  to  give  ascendency 
to  the  doctrine  of  a  latitudinous  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  and  o  her  kindred  Federal  doctrmesf 
I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  advert  very  briefly  to 
a  few  affirmative  considerations,  which  have  com- 
mended  the  Independent  Treasury  bill  to  my  ap- 

^  The  first  which  I  will  mention  is,  that  the  sys¬ 
tem  it  proposes  is  authorized  by  the  Constitution. 
Upon  this  point,  no  doubt  can  be  entertainec . 
This  I  regard  as  no  ordinary  merit,  m  view  of  the 
National  Bank  system,  for  the  administration  of 
the  finances,  which  has  prevailed  in  times  past, 
and  which  is  the  only  alternative  to  the  one  now 
proposed— a  system  which  I  hold  to  be  entirely  un¬ 
warranted  by  the  Constitution  winch  Congress 
has  not,  and  never  had,  the  power  to  establish.  I 
shall  not  enlarge  upon  this  topic,  it  having  been 
fully  discussed  before  the  country  oi  late  years,  and 
will  only  remark  further  in  relation  to  it,  that  an 

adherence  to  our  great  charter  is  indispensable  to 

the  perpetuity  ©f  our  liberties.  It  is  highly  desira¬ 
ble  also^o  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  all  legislation 

of  a  questionable  authority  under  it. 

Another  recommendation  of  the  bill  is,  that  it 

provides  for  more  full  and  adequate  security  oi  the 
public  moneys  than  has  been  required  under  any 
former  system,  or  than  any  system  allowing  of  the 
use  of  the  public  treasure  would  admit  of— a  secu¬ 
rity  which,  aided  by  a  law  such  as  is  proposed  by 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  £‘more  effectually  to  se¬ 
cure  public  money  in  the  hands  of  officers  aud 
agents  of  the  Government,  and  to  punish  public  de¬ 
faulters  ”  which  the  friends  of  the  Independent 
Treasury  system  desire  to  have  in  operation  in  con¬ 
nection  with  it,  would,  it  is  believed,  be  as  full  and 
effectual  as  it  is  possible  to  devise.  Under  such 
safeguards,  no  Swartwout  defalcations  could  be 
committed,  and  few,  if  any,  losses  of  the  public 
moneys  would  occur.  Those  moneys  would  be 

safely  kept  and  sacredly  appropriated. 

Again:  the  plan  it  embraces  is  simple,  tree  from 
the  complicated  machinery  of  the  bank  system', 
easy  of  comprehension,  and,  in  these  respects,  well 
suited  to  a  Republican  Government.  In  such  a 
Government,  simplicity  should  be  studied  in  legis¬ 
lation;  every  measure  should  be  made  plain  to  the 
understandings  of  the  people.  This  consideration 
is  especially  entitled  to  weight  in  framing  a  system 
for  the  collection,  safekeeping,  transfer,  and  dis¬ 
bursement  of  the  revenues  of  the  country.  That 
system,  above  all  others,  should  be  such  that  tae 
people  may  easily  undeistand  it,  and  readily  per¬ 
ceive  its  operation.  It  is  important  m  order  to  the 


correction  of  any  errors  in  it  which  may  exist, 
to  the  detection  of  abuses  in  its  administration 
regard  it  as  an  important  circumstance  in  favor 
the  plan  now  proposed,  that  it  possesses  all  ret 

site  plainness.  .  .  .  •  P 

But  the  crowning  consideration  m  favor  oi 
bill  is,  that  it  proposes  an  independent  system 
system  whereby,  if  adopted,  the  moneys  of  the « 
vernment  will  be  under  the  control  of  the  office 
the  Government,  and  at  all  times  on  hand 
ready  for  Government  purposes— whereby,  i 
an  entire  separation  will  be  effected  betweei 
Government  and  the  banks,  and  the  nume 
evils  resulting  from  their  connection,  which 
operated  as  a  blight  and  mildew  upon  the  pros 
ty  of  the  country,  will  be  removed.  It-is  this 
entitles  it,  in  an  especial  degree,  to  the  appell 
of  a  reform  measure.  Such  it  truly  is.  To  a, 
ciate  the  magnitude  of  the  reform  it  seeks  t 
complish,  it  is  only  necessary  to  trace,  lor  a 
per  od  past,  the  operations  of  the  financial  sy: 
of  this  Government,  which  have  prevailed, 
an  examination  must  satisfy  any  candid  mind 
under  those  systems,  the  Government  has  bee 
pendent  upon  the  banks — that  the  banks  mig 
their  pleasure,  seriously  embarrass  if  not  ac 
bring  to  a  stand,  its  operations.  A  dependeoc 
this  is  a  national  degradation— a  deep  and  das  I 
degradation  in  view  of  the  disregard  of  all 
and  moral  and  honorable  obligation,  whic 
marked  the  conduct  of  those  institutions  (’ 
few  honorable  exceptions)  of  late  years;  ar 
also  highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
try.  It  will  also  appear,  from  such  a  survey 
those  systems  exerted  a  powerful  influence  i 
ducing  those  unreasonable  bank  expa 
which  have  occurred  in  this  country  at  bfief 
vals,  and  which,  necessarily  followed  by 
con  tractions, have  produced  such  wide  spread  < 

and  desolation.  By  the  use  ot  the  public  In 
the  banks  were  excited  to  overaction— ove 
on  their  part  aroused  an  “unregulated  spirit 
culation”  in  the  community— a  large  portiot 
people  were  led  to  embark  in  the  most  vi 
and  ridiculous  enterprises  for  accumulating 
ty;  and  high  apparent  prosperity  prevailed  U 
out  the  land.  At  length  the  banks  were  ca 
to  fulfil  their  engagements— the  process 
traction  commenced — the  bubble  burst,  a) 
remained  of  the  fruits  of  speculation,  sa 
embarrassment,  distress,  and  ruin,  i  ms 
brief  outline  of  a  bank  expansion  and  com 
They  have  been  so  frequent,  however,  that 
perienceof  every  man  will  enable  him  t 
the  picture.  , Perhaps  it  is  impossible  to 
them  entirely,  while  banks  exist,  but  me 

proposed  will,  if  adopted,  remove  one  gre; 

of  them,  and  operate  as  an  important  checK 

their  occurrence.  .  .ur0. 

There  are  other  great  evils  inseparable  f 
connection  between  the  Government  andth» 
rendered  plain  and  palpable  by  expenenc 
the  passage  of  this  bill  wou.d  abolish.  1 
also,  other  advantages,  than  those  to  wh  i 
referred,  to  be  anticipated  from  the  adopU  ^ 
proposed  system.  I  will  not  take  time  to  ^  T 
ecumeraiien  of  them.  I  have  already  * 
much  as  1  desired  to  in  justification  ol  my 


fcion  to  act  in  oppisition  to  the  resolutions  upon 
ichl  have  commented,  and  of  the  vote  I  shall 
e  for  this  bill.  The  purpose  for  which  I  rose  is 
iwered. 

^rmit  me,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  I 
ume  my  seat,  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  prospects 
this  bill,  and  to  allude  briefly  to  one  or  two  le- 

Iitions  therewith  connected.  Sir,  this  bill  is  soon 
)ecome  a  law.  Wuhin  a  month  from  this  time 
trust  within  half  that  period — the  Independent 
tasury  plan  will  be  incorporated  into  our  podii- 
system.  The  people  have  wilkd  it;  they  have 
lared,  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that 
r  Government  “of  right  ought  to  be,”  and 
11  be,  independent  of  banks  and  the  moneyed 
lrer;  and  a  majority  of  this  body  is  ready  to 
y  their  will  into  effect,  and  anxious  for  the 
|1  vote.  Nothing  but  the  last  words  and  dying 
Iggles  of  its  opponents  delays  its  triumph.  And 
t  a  triumph  it  wili  be!  Go  back  to  the  first  re- 
imendaiion  of  it;  see  what  impression  the  pro- 
made  at  first  upon  the  public  mind;  trace  its 
iiress  onward;  mark  the  hostility,  the  clamor, 
.nfi  ate  variety  and  extreme  severity  of  war  it 
encountered.  Never  was  a  measure  mo.-e  bit 
and  violently  opposed.  The  whole  artillery 
re  aristocracy,  and  the  moneyed  power,  has 
brought  to  bear  against  it.  Yet  it  has  van¬ 
ned  ail.  The  truth  of  its  principles  has  led  it 
ard,  “conquering  and  to  conquer,”  until  noth¬ 


ing  remains  to  complete  its  success  but  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  its  victory. 

,  In  this  triumph  the  great  Democratic  doctrine  of 
the  honesty  of  the  people,  and  their  capacity  for 
s.df-government,  will  also  triumph.  The  simple 
truths  of  the  measure  have  won  their  convictions 
and  led  them  to  embrace  it,  in  opposition  to  every 
■  orm  of  misrepresentation— in  opposition  to  the 
“subtle  poison”  of  the  moneyed  interest;  and  not¬ 
withstanding  the  severest  pecuniary  pressure  and 
distress  produced  by  acting  upon  the  odious  and 
abominable  Federal  doctrine,  that  “it  is  not  by  ar¬ 
gument,  but  by  sufferings,  that  conviction  is  to  be 
f  >rced  up  m  the  minds  of  the  people  ”  It  has  been 
a  severe  t-st  of  their  integrity  end  capacity,  but  in 
proportion  to  its  severity  will  be  the  glory  of  the 
triumph. 

This  lek&on  throws  a  broad  and  strong  light  on 
the  future.  The  view  it  affords  is  full  of  encou¬ 
ragement  to  the  friends  of  popular  liberty.  It  shows 
them  that  the  people  will  act  honestly  and  mtelli- 
gent'y;  that  ihey  will  treat  the  “log  cabin  and  hard 
cider”  flummeries  and  fooleries  of  the  Opposition 
with  the  scorn  and  the  contempt  they  merit.  It  pre- 
>ents  to  th  dr  admiring  gaze  the  entire  and  total 
rout  and  overthrow  in  the  coming  contest  of  the 
com oined  factions  of  Abolitionism,  Conservatism 
political  Antimasonry,  and  Federalism,  and  the 
brilliant  victory  of  Van  Buren  and  Democracy. 


